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Hayes, Carlton Wartime Mission Spain 1942- 
1945. Macmillan. Nov. 13, 1945. 313p. $3.00. 


This the solution the Spanish enigma; this the 
answer most the troublesome political questions 
that have arisen about Spain during World War II: 
she Fascist country? Franco popular? another 
Civil War the What about Communist acti- 
the United Nations Organization? 


Not merely the answers these and other political ques- 
tions but amply detailed basis for supporting the an- 
swers given Wartime Mission Spain, 1942-1945, 
the account Carlton Hayes, late Ambassador 
Spain and, present, back his teaching duties 
Seth Low Professor History Columbia University. 
The account begins March 17, 1942, with the receipt 
“Personal and Confidential” letter from Mr. Sumner 
Welles from which came the offer the Ambassador- 
ship; Dr. Hayes accepted most reluctantly but withal 
acitizen obedient the late Commander-in-Chief, Frank- 
lin Roosevelt. The eniment success his mission 
another the long list accomplishments due the 
leadership the late President. 


Within two months, May 12, 1942, Ambassador Hayes 
left Clipper for his assignment. Four days later 
Madrid and from this point (p. 20), 
have most exact record his personal impressions, 
his plans, the progress diplomatic negotiations with 
the Foreign Department Spain and with diplomatic 
other countries, particularly with Sir 
Samuel Hoare, the British Ambassador. 
first concern was with his official family; opening brief 
account given the functional organization the 
Embassy which elaborated throughout Wartime Mis- 
sion’s later pages until acquaints the reader with the 


Naturally, 


complexities ‘diplomatic procedure, with the tremend- 
ous demands the tact and energy the staff, the 
necessity for flexible personalities who supervise 
mechanical details importing and exporting operations, 
for example, and then shortly transferred the duties 
counter-intelligence agents. This intimate and thorough 
exposition diplomatic operations alone would make the 
book great value. 


Primary, however, the account the Spanish govern- 
ment’s policies. Early the narrative his first meeting 
with the Caudillo, Francisco Franco, was told that 
the danger Europe “was not much Nazi Ger- 
many Russian Communism.” Spain’s attitude 
“non-belligerence” (differing from “neutrality” diplo- 
matic parlance) meant effect that while “was not 
neutral the struggle against Communism took 
part the conflict between the Axis the one hand 
and the Western Powers the other” (p. 31). Even 
this early period when the American press was almost 
completely the opinion that Spain was Fascist and 
pro-Axis, Dr. Hayes shows how cooperative the Spanish 
government was providing positive facilities that might 
easily have led German military action against her. 
Gradually, through Ambassador Hayes’ work the Spanish 
attitude changed from one coldness the final one 
“benevolent neutrality.” 


Critical economic importance was the matter re- 
ducing stopping completely the export Germany 
the invaluable wolfram, basis the steel-hardening 
tungsten, and thus vital manufacture machinery 
and weapons. The origin the problem, its various 
developments such the necessity for cooperation from 
the British Ambassador, the influence the frequently 
and easily inflamed “public opinion American news- 
papers, the natural resistance any reduction wolfram 
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shipments the German diplomats, the economic ad- 
vantage Spanish mine-owners the 
chases, the program pre-emptive buying the part 
American and British diplomatic representatives, the 
use petroleum economic weapon and other 
factors amply outlined here make the chapter “The 
Wolfram Crisis” one the finest the book and one 
which might used excellent illustrative “case 
history” diplomatic procedure. 


But this wolfram problem was simply one hundred 
keep Ambassador Hayes and his staff constantly the 
jump. was constantly the middle three fronts: 
from American “public opinion” which wanted vigorous 
action against the “Franco-Fascist dictatorship”; from the 
British who means saw eve eye with the American 
ambassador; from the Spanish who sometimes resented 
the high pressure methods advocated not Ambassador 
Hayes but the American State Department, unduly 
sensitive offensively loud, interventionist “public 
opinion.” The Embassy had solve the problem 
American aviators who made forced landing Spain, 
French military personnel who wished pass through 
Spain reach Allied forces Africa, thousands 
refugees, Italian warships and 
going internment Spanish harbors, the occasionally 
adverse Spanish press opinions but more often the 
very virulent American press opinions which hampered 
the Ambassador most. Usually problems 
mingled when the “Laurel Incident,” apparent 
recognition Spain the puppet Philippine government 
under the Japanese collaborationist José Laurel arose 
while the wolfram crisis was open. 


Ambassador Hayes used three types tactics. the 
beginning his staff relied heavily upon “poise,” upon 
confident front and frame mind. Soon the Casa 
Americana through printed words and moving pictures 
and social gatherings created “propaganda front” within 
Spain pave the way for more favorable attitudes 
the United States. Finally, there were the economic 
weapons which “petroleum” was basic for without 
the Spanish planes and trucks and cars were helpless. 
course, there were other means the Ambassador’s 
hands but these three illustrate most popularly the major 
weapons used the diplomats: personal attitudes and 
appearance; economic pressure; and, the dissemination 
democratic ideals through written words and filmed por- 
trayals the American way life. This the place 
emphasize that the reviewer not trained even 
semi-trained historian; this not review expert 
but person who knows less Spain than the average 
reader yet who was afflicted the current doubts and 
even antagonisms toward the Iberian nation. From this 
book have learned much, not merely facts, but also 
make judgments more slowly, less influenced 
some the better known radio commentators who build 
their following attacking promoting cause simply 
keep public emotion high pitch, accept news- 
paper and magazine opinion with more caution. For 
the case Spain might illustrate the dictum Ches- 
terton found Orthodoxy that need not fear censor- 
ship the press much censorship the press. 

This remarkable report essentially report the Am- 
activities, largely political and economic. 
not history the Civil War although results the 
Civil War are inextricably interwoven; not account 
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Spanish religion religious practices, although 
the Ambassador must have acquired much information 
on. not account the Spanish forms 
education; not account Spanish industria] 
economy; not social history contemporary Spain, 
Even though does not attempt cover thoroughly any 
these topics, yet must necessarily draw from some 
them. Frankly, this reviewer would have liked very 
detailed account the religious implications the Civil 
War but hardly word mentioned. Undoubtedly the 
Ambassador was wise confining his account record 
his official duties. the last part his story 
excellent summation attempting orient Americans 
future Spanish policy which might well expressed 
the phrase reminiscent the theme the Atlantic 
Charter, “Leave Spain the Spaniards.” 


One final word. This very frank and detailed ac. 
count diplomatic activities, mentioning name many 
persons living and dead, never hesitating praise 
blame, measured phrases. particular, Anglophiles 
will not relish the account British diplomacy exempli- 
fied Sir Samuel Hoare. One almost suspects that 
explicit concession was made Dr. Hayes that would 
allowed speak his mind fully upon his return. 
Americans well the Spanish owe him deep debt 
gratitude for his arduous labors and especially for 
making the results those labors known fully, clearly 
everyone voting age. This significant work diplo 
macy should merit for Dr. Hayes Laetare Medal Award. 
* 


Marquand, John Repent Haste. 
Nov. 1945. 1552p. $1.50. 


This short story, reprinted from Harper’s 
set good-sized type with wide margins and bound, thus, 
presumably, making book. Such artificial expansion 
the popular appeal prize-winning names 
tunate, although the story, enlarged full length, would 
still the author real service. 
James Boyden East Orange, J., lightweight col- 

lege student, without interests, who marries Daisy, 

respondingly lightweight, during extra dull hiatus 

his navy career. When Bowden gets the Pacific, 

automatically does his tasks carrier, because they 

are expected him orders, shows great enthusiasm 

for routine heroism, and avoids making close 

ships because they never last the meantime, Daisy, 

incompetent the face 

baby raising, life itself—begins affair with another 
naval officer and expects second baby result 
this arrangement. When Boyden finds out what has been 
happening home, lifts drunken eye from 

Hawaiian bar, notices another blonde passing and 

heads after apparently makes the circle com 

plete. Critics will talk about the brilliant pattern. Mr. 

and Mrs. Boyden, Sr., are introduced equal 

palely reminiscent Sinclair Lewis’ middle-class desert 

dwellers. The story told war correspondent, 

fully visiting all three while leave and breaking the 

news his return. Oddly, the newsman finds the situ 

ation unpleasant, contrast Marquand’s other work, 

where such liaisons are considered rather smart. 


presumed that the author has attempted 
take all the glamor off the enthusiastic reports the 
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ysual correspondents’ nonsense which has been excitedly 
wired from the Pacific the past. this has suc- 
ceeded: there sheen the heroism, tiredness, drunk- 
enness brashness the warriors who are seen 
brief glimpses, and none the effective, dictaphone- 
reality the dialogue. But, doing this, Marquand 
has rubbed all the humanity from group totally—so 
presents them—unimportant people. The objectivity 
his report intense and the mediocrity his figures 
far below average that even the moral the title 
wasted. Whatever satire was intended falls flat, and the 
jrony colder than that Meredith. Readers will not 
offended the case-history; they will passively bored. 
The total effect momentarily tasteless, slightly puzzling 
because there piquant stimulus; after three days, 
everything the story forgotten. 


James Edward Tobin 
Fordham University 


Adamic, Louis. Nation Nations. 
Brothers. Nov. 1945. 399p. $3.50. 


Possibly Jews, Negroes, and Catholics will not con- 
sidered “undesirables” the post-war period imme- 
diately ahead, they were after World War 
they aren’t, will due least partly such books 
Wallace Stegner’s One Nation, recently published, 
and Louis Adamic’s Nation Nations. The volume 
being reviewed the fourth sequence books 
immigration problems. fifth least tentatively 
planned, since many national strains are not represented 
this fourth volume. Incidentally, this particular study 
may considered the introduction series books 
written various authors, under the general title 
The Peoples America Series, edited Louis 
Adamic, and published Lippincott. One two 
volumes may appear 1946. Eventually, over twenty 
volumes will comprise the set. 


Harper and 


Those familiar with Adamic’s writings, book form 
magazine articles, will recall that continually insists 
that many national strains recognized the American 
character. Nowhere else has stressed this belief more 
ardently; nowhere else has advanced more undebatable 
reasons for his position. Those who hold tenaciously 
and unreasoningly the contention that Divine Provi- 
dence decreed that the nation was designed only for 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants will find this book sorry reading. 
Adamic states his belief plainly: the pattern the 
United States not essentially Anglo-Saxon although 
her language English The pattern America all 
piece; blend cultures from many lands... 
Diversity itself the The United States 
civilization” (p. 6). 

thirteen chapters, under such headings “Americans 
from Italy,” “Americans from Russia,” “Negro Ameri- 
cans,” and “Americans from Ireland,” Adamic applies 
the atomic bomb technique the contention that 


America simply transplanted segment the Anglo- 
Saxon world. Although states that willing 
recognize the existence and importance that particular 
strain, one does wonder just what might be, since the 
national strains represented, apart from the Anglo-Saxon, 
seem account rather completely for all American ac- 
complishments November 1945. 
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Perhaps many readers will expect read pronounced 
glorification the part played American life the 
Yugoslavs, Adamic’s associates until came America 
1913. They will find objectivity. his own national 
strain, writes: the Yugoslav group, its 
Slovenian section, and perhaps know more inti- 
mately than the others. includes some unsound ele- 
ments Similar factions exist other groups... 
believe they are not strong enough win out the long 


run” (p. 249). 


Particularly rich are those chapters the Americans 
from Russia, from Germany, from Ireland, well the 
chapter the Negroes. each case the background 
the movement from the old country given; the leaders 
the trek the New World are accorded brief biographi- 
cal sketches; the contributions made the group are 
analyzed; finally, list, and very long list the sections 
mentioned, given those who have made real and 
lasting contributions American progress and culture. 
One becomes humbly aware the indebtedness the 
native born this nation those who came here immi- 
grants, unwelcomed and unwanted. There animus 
against the Germans the section devoted that group. 
Although times said that Adamic Communist, 
there basis for such charge any the material 
Russia, any other group, for that matter. 
seems this reviewer that the Irish are especially indebted 
this Yugoslav writer for his analysis their contribu- 
tions American life. His emphasis Irish contribu- 
tions made the colonial period are particularly wel- 
come, since many Americans today date the Irish immi- 
gration from the potato famine 1848. Some very tell- 
ing quotations are contained every chapter; they are 
staggering the chapter the Negroes. brief excerpt 
from soldier the South may given: “My army 
experience has been solely the field classification, 
and have seen the most brutal aspects racial segrega- 


tion close hand was ashamed White” 
(p. 223). 


everyone sincerely interested decent America for 
everyone, this book recommended. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Ward, Maisie. The Splendor the Rosary. Sheed and 


Ward. Sept. 19, 1945. 165p. $2.50. 


would, perhaps, incorrect call this book Mrs. 
Sheed “Anthology the Rosary,” and yet she has 
gathered together amazing amount art, history, 
and theology pertaining the rosary one slender 
volume. 


suspect that the title the book—The Splendor the 
Rosary—was suggested Maurice Zundel’s excellent 
work few years ago—The Splendor the Liturgy. 
Certain that this book the rosary might well serve 
the companion piece and complement Zundel’s 
book. There are some Catholics who have been car- 
ried away the revival liturgical piety that they came 
look with disdain upon all forms extra-liturgical 
devotion. They spoke “Rosary-Catholics” with 
veiled contempt that suggested that their Baptism never 
quite “took,” that they didn’t really belong the 
Mystical Body Christ. The truth the matter is, 
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course, that both forms piety are equally necessary, 
Pius XII pointed out his Encyclical letter Mystici 
Corporis. 


highly providential that revival interest the 
Rosary should occur these times and that should 
forwarded such great impulses the Fatima appari- 
tions and the urgings the Holy See. are face 
face with the powers evil, and Mary was constituted 
the very dawn creation the Arch-Foe the evil 
will put enmities between thee and the Woman.” 
(Genesis, III, The rosary among her most power- 
ful weapons. That why Pius XII the midst the 
carnage the war, when statesmen and prime ministers 
were flying from one world capital another and achiev- 
ing nothing, called upon the world for great rosary 
crusade. Those who not understand our Lady will 
never able see anything else than poetic charm 
the rosary. They not understand its power. 


Maisie Ward has made this book synthesis. She has 
gathered together one volume the masterpieces Fra 
Angelico—the noblest portrayals the mysteries the 
Rosary; the theology those mysteries; some charming 
prayers Caryll Houselander; and concise history 
the practice the rosary. Wisely, she has eschewed 
controversy. result this little book valuable 
asset Christian living. 


The key this book charmingly expressed the intro- 
duction: “Living with ideas wonderful any 
can try it, and have been trying lately with the 
help Chesterton, Fra Angelico, and string beads.” 
“Gradually one special thought emerged which 
have tried make the thread which are strung the 
beads this little book—the rosary the guide 
reality.” 

will appear the scoffer the quintessence absurdity 
suggest that string beads can serve the “guide 
reality,” and yet the whole pattern Christian life 
there. For “the beads are there for the sake the 
prayers, and the prayers are there for the sake the 
Mysteries” (p. 7), and the Mysteries are the revelation 
God’s magnificent plan for human life. 


the eighth chapter this book, Mrs. Sheed states 
quite clearly her justification for bringing much theology 
into book the rosary. “There are some who will 
still feel that this book out place, because the Rosary 
book for simple people, and should not 
complicated with all this theology Theology 
once the story God’s love for us, and His own revela- 
tion about Himself simple people are not stupid 
people, and the more they pray, the more they are apt 
seek out that food for prayer which truth is.” 
need today, more than ever before, the solid groundwork 
theology assurance that life worth living and 
that not gruesome nightmare. With the threat 
atomic destruction hanging over need the calm 
reassurance given Dame Juliana Norwich; “He 
showed little thing, the quantitie hazel nut, 
lying the palm thought: ‘What 
may this be?’ and was answered thus: ‘It all that 
marvelled how might last: for methought 
might suddenlie fall pieces for littleness. And was 
answered understanding, ‘It lasteth 
shall: for God loveth it. And hath all thing being 
the love God’.” (page 155). 


There is, perhaps, the theological explanation the 
mysteries, tendency over-simplification. There 
acceptance, for example, Father Taille’s Mys. 
terium Fidei without any suggestion that some his 
fundamental statements are highly disputed and theo 
logically questionable. her explanation the sorrow. 
ful mysteries the rosary, she suggests times that our 
Lord assumed guilt His Passion, rather than satisfaction 
for man’s guilt. But this the depth mystery, and 
hair’s breadth can make the difference between truth and 
error. 


The Splendor the Rosary excellent book and will 
accomplish untold good towards increasing devotion 


the rosary. 
Fidelis Rice, 
Saint Joseph’s Passionist Monastery 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Aldanov, Mark. For Thee the Best. Scribner. Nov. 
1945. 215p. $2.50. 


This pretty poor writing, say the least. The style 
pedestrian, the characters are wooden figures paraded 
across pantomime stage, the plot series badly 
arranged episodes, and the central figure, Lord Byron, 
not the center the action spite all publicized 
emphasis the contrary. Byron present, his last 
years, first Venice, and then Missolonghi, where 
died melodramatic campaign aid Greek 
ence. has striking figure, notorious reputation, 
uncertain outlook—all which are obvious from 
mentary history literature. Some his confusion 
presented, but cloudily. Chiefly, bored, with his 
own poetry, with the attempts Europe attain 
dom, with his long string mistresses, one whom 
met briefly, and even with the military forces which 
heads. Distantly, the author hints greatness and 
grandeur: none obvious. 


Most the story devoted dull discussion the 
initiation Byron into the secret society the 
rambling account one its officers who spy for 
any camp which will pay him best and who ends 
ing Byron’s doings Greece. the officer, not 
Byron, who the center distorted love affair, with 
unemployed Whole chapters are given 
over vignettes Castlereagh, who incompetent and 
who goes mad; Wellington, who bore about Waterloo 
and who plays second fiddle diplomat; Alexander 
Russia (who has the longest chapter), 
royalists Europe converging the Congress Verona 
Congress not described: the only 
antry state dinner, presided over the pompous 
emptiness George England, who objects the 
Russian style serving meals from the kitchen. 
Forester did better Russian customs his latest 
Hornblower report. There little the erotic; there 
little anything; there little reason bother. 


Miller, Francis Trevelyan. World War Il. 
John Winston. Oct. 1945. 966p. $5.00. 


The general laity, interested least factual chronology 
the recent conflict, will welcome Dr. Miller’s contribu- 
tion. The frantic clipping collector can call halt his 
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hobby six years’ standing; now has hand running 
news summary the entire conflagration one com- 
beautifully illustrated opus. But the more slowly 
moving student the world’s history with characteristic 
will look askance thing like this ambitious 
yolume’s opening chapter concerning the causes and re- 
World War II. spite his perusal 
roster historical and military analysts, placed 
the book’s early pages, the student will disturbed 
the lack evidence indicating historical method. 
There little actual citation documentary material; 
the work quite innocent foot-note source refer- 
ence. The author too often content let that 
with casual “the record states” mere “evidence 


indicates.” 


Defects almost inevitably mar work the size Miller’s 
History World War II, but their frequency ac- 
which, according the author’s preface, took 
much time and patience coordinate, disconcerting. 
German words and names are often mangled—and others, 
Thus are told that Mussolini (appearing once 
under the quaint title Duce! wrote work entitled 
N’Exist Pas Germans marched the 
Arc d’Triomphe (sic), etc. Midway becomes trophy 
the Spanish American War and Rumania joined the Axis 
November 23, 1943. the early, 
thumping pages the book loose phrases like the “return 
medieval despotism” are bandied about and detract 
fom the book’s historical value. charge Nazism 
implied the case Pastor Martin Niemoeller; view 
the absence proof the text the statement 
business and ought arouse suspicion regard 
other dicta the author. 


fine, the serious student will not inclined finish 
Dr. Miller’s history. The absence index makes the 
future usefulness reference work question- 
able matter. The work, however, enhanced quan- 
tity extraordinarily fine photographs and convenient 
chronology the War’s high lights. The narrative 
this spotty volume often gripping and vivid; the ac- 
the several movements, the Pearl 
Harbor affair and other events are excellent, although the 
stories indicates lack proper editing. 
the History World War seems unfortunately 
author’s overhasty efforts place his work 
well the vanguard the inevitable post-war proces- 
ion premature histories the most complex world 


struggles. 
Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 


Dowdey, Cliford. Where Love Sleeps. 
1945. 298p. $2.50. 


common soldier succintly phrased ‘the Cawn- 
done gone the spout” and people began 
that fact the summer 1864 even thoug! 


Little. Nov. 


the Confederate armies were still forging minor local 
whenever they met the Yanks. This story 
the love man and maid near Petersburg those 
horror also the story the dissolution one 
the Confederate armies and quest for faith that 
would enable man the teeth disaster. 
period the autumn, winter and spring 1864-65 


Busch 


153 


and most the action occurs near Petersburg the 
road Appomattox Courthouse. 


prewar architect Blount Mathis had built his life 
certainties and had designed tight little compartment 
which could live. Now the war staff 
for Hill had find faith that. would 
carry him through the evil and destruction was 
witnessing. could not find that faith the 
Confederate cause found serving Hill and 
the army. Cathie Morrell had been reared neurotic 
mother and evil grandfather and her desire 
escape her unnatural life had become entangled with 
several men and had acquired, albeit somewhat unjustly, 
evil reputation. Before the war she had been en- 
tangled with Buford Ferguson whose wife had com- 
mitted suicide over the the autumn 1864 
Blount first met Cathie while staff mission and 
became attracted her. Later returned and although 
learned the peculiar circumstances surrounding 
her life fell love with her and sought fit her into 
the pattern his life. 

this time Lee’s Army Northern Virginia had been 
well decimated but was still efficient fighting force. 
Blount’s faith Hill and the army was still sufficient 
carry him on. But his love affair with Cathie became 
more clouded because her inability accept whole- 
heartedlv and because Blount’s demand for her 
When Cathie finds that she cannot give herself 
unequivocally Blount they separate and although 
returns periodically protect her from various dangers 
they can never completely become reconciled. Through 
that autumn and winter the condition Lee’s army had 
steadily worsened and the corrupt politicians 
teers Richmond had weakened further. Blount 
drove himself his work and his faith the army still 
carried him on. Gradually the army drew near its 
end Appomattox Blount learned that had 
have faith his own integrity and his willingness serve 
the army wanted find strength carry on. Just 
before the surrender became reconciled with Cathie 
and all their doubts were cleared. However she had 
been injured and died and then the army surrendered 
leaving Blount shaken his foundations. finally 
gathered strength the knowledge that man’s 
ultimate duty contribute the common good. 


There host accessory characters, many them 
finely drawn, used delineate various aspects the 
story. The scenes dealing with the army and with battle 
are superbly done. The main love plot the story 
unmoral rather than immoral but there are many and 
strong hints immorality. The material the story 
definitely not for adolescents, there abundance 
profanity and least one instance obscenity (p. 36). 
the whole the book has some historical and artistic 
value but seems suitable only for mature adult readers 
for whom would seem have little appeal. 


* 


Busch, Noel Lost Continent? 
pp. viii, 204. $2.50. 

Europe “lost The reader who inter- 
ested solely learning Mr. Busch’s answer this weighty 
question may save himself much time and effort fol- 
lowing this reviewer’s suggestion read nothing but the 
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author’s foreword and last chapter Lost Continent? 
Essentially that all that necessary for clear under- 
standing the subject matter hand. for the re- 
maining six chapters this volume there very little 
that will unfamiliar most readers, especially those 
who are acquainted with Noel Busch’s biographical 
sketches Life, which has been one its editors 
since 1938 and which some the material 
present book previously appeared. 


account Europe just prior and shortly after 
V-E Day Lost Continent? follows the usual reportorial 
pattern conversations with folks from all walks life 
and descriptions scenes which remain most vividly 
the correspondent’s mind. Mr. Busch’s appraisal, how- 
ever, differs from the ordinary run-of-the-mill 
bases his study country upon the influence and 
position key figure its government. Thus for his 
present purposes, the author has chosen give pic- 
ture Europe against the background the 
recently resigned provisional leader, General Gaulle 
France, the British economist Lord Keynes, Queen 
Wilhemina the Netherlands, and the American Am- 
bassador Italy, Alexander Kirk. Jugoslavia the 
author encountered some slight problems which prompt 
the question: “Is Tito Stalin stooge independent 
operator? Answer: one knows.” 


Despite the fact that Europe during his visit “was cer- 
tainly fit place for man beast and not likely soon 
become one,” the author’s outlook for the future 
European civilization not pessimistic. his way 
thinking Europe has fair chance retrieve itself and 
the United States can and should forthwith help 
so. Our part will played the policy adopt 
but such policy, the author’s iudgment, should not 
definitely formed until have been enabled make 
complete investigation all over Europe, through all the 
facilities the Age Communications, competent 
agents whose findings should acted on. Such investi- 
gation, according Noel Busch, contingent the 
consent our Russian ally, reorganization our State 
department and news-gathering media and, consider- 
able alteration our own state mind. 


Fully aware that most war correspondents are weighted 
down with material which they hope salvage before 
too late, this reviewer under the impression that 
Noel Busch has hurriedly pieced together the remains 
his treasure order gain the jump with his answers 
post-war Europe. More are certain appear the 
scene. Our only hope that they show more planned 
thinking. 

Purely because its subject matter and manner pres- 
entation this book cannot recommended for adoles- 
cents since its material beyond their scope. 

* * * 


Gable, Mariella (Sister), O.S.B., ed. Our Father’s House. 
Sheed and Ward. Nov. 1945. xxi, 341p. $3.00. 


reading through this diversified collection short 
stories the reviewer kept purely informal spon- 
taneous score, based the interest each tale had for him. 
Using three Excellent, Good, Fair— 
the results for the stories comprising the book came 
the first class, the second, and the third. 
Which anthologically speaking, pretty high score, 


Best 


especially since none the stories ordinary, and 
marked “Fair” were marked only relation the 
unusual quality the rest. 


The unifying principle the collection 
indicated the stories are all Catholic either 
simpliciter their drift and her 
tion the Editor examines the vexed question just 
what meant the adjective “Catholic” applied 
literature, particularly fiction. Sister Mariella holds 
that definition Catholic fiction can discovered 
only when “one has clearly understood the Catholic 
philosophy personality” (p. x), and since the dis. 
tinguishing characteristics “person” reason, “One 
develops personality when one habitually makes ap. 
propriate response value,” that is, when “we strive 
give each thing the love deserves” (p. fruitful 
idea, which Sister Mariella has 
enough choosing the stories for this second her 
anthologies. 


Three authors are honored double inclusions: Richard 
Coleman, with his unfailing human touch; Leo Tolstoy, 
whose immense charity present (and whose heresy jis 
absent) his short stories; and Powers, perhaps the 
most remarkable Catholic story teller this country 
the present time. G.K.C. hand with early 
Father Brown story, “The Blue Cross”; Joseph 
“Fifty Missions,” which won the prize short story 
contest sponsored Yank, little masterpiece; “Love, 
the Destroyer” shows Elizabeth Jordan her familiar 
role interpreter adolescence with Tarkingtonian 
tact making laugh with the victims calf love 
without laughing them; Clare Laidlaw’s “The Little 
Black Boys” would have rejoiced Eric Gill; “Our Lady’s 
Tumbler” classic which carries back the middle 
ages and reminds what cost have bought our 
and Brendan Gill’s “Mother Coakley’s Re- 
form,” delectable piece literary pastry that should 
tickle the most jaded palate. 


Our Father’s House heartily recommended all 
readers; and while are about let recommend also 
its predecessor: They Are People, which the present 
volume makes fitting sequel. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


* * * 


Powell, John Twenty-five Years China. Mac- 
millan. Nov. 1945. 536p. $3.50. 


“ 


Here book make all “old China hands” clap 
loudly, John Powell’s autobiographical account the 
most momentous quarter century the long, long 
history China. 


Equipped fate with flair for journalism, solid training, 
long experience Far correspondent and 
editorial judgment mellow ripeness, Mr. 
into focus the shifting scenes through which has 
passed since that February day 1917 when stepped 
ended when 1942 was repatriated the Gripsholm. 
The running narrative cord which American resi- 
dents China during the period covered Mr. Powell’s 
book may re-string scattered memories, finding event 
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matched with event, and lost misplaced episodes 
shining proper sequence. With Mr. Powell 
review the beginnings the struggle between Sun Yat-sen 
and Yuan Shih-kai (whose likeness still adorns the 
Chinese Yuan, silver dollar, ill omen, according 
Chinese who shrink from the representation 
mere fraction man’s person—a head without body, 
for example—as portending misfortune the original) 
the rivalry the Northern War Lords, red moustached 
Peifu, the called Christian General, Feng Yu- 
haiang, and Chang Tso-lin, the Manchurian Tiger. And 
through his eyes watch the incessant outbreaks be- 
tween Canton and Peking factions, the stir nationalism, 
rippling through the farthest provinces but agitated from 
Washington where Mr. Powell lobbied for the China 
Trade Act and saw the Washington Conference produce 
the Nine-power Treaty now known the “Chinese Char- 
ter Liberty,” while the Japanese looked and were 
not pleased. 


Mr. Powell’s appraisal the various factors work 
China, observed close range, fair and dispassionate. 
Japanese, Russians, Germans, British and Americans, 
follows their devious trails through the jungle land 
China wide open for foreign exploitation and tells can- 
didly what sees. 


John Powell one the few living Americans who 
ina position compare captivity Chinese bandits with 
captivity Japanese militarists. When first met Mr. 
Powell, then editor the China Weekly Review, was 
visiting Tientsin shortly after his release from the 
bandit gang which had raided China’s crack train, the 
Blue Express, and carried off their lair Mount Pao- 
the passengers the first class coaches, colorful 
humanity including Chinese, Americans, 
Frenchmen, Britons, Italians and even honeymooning 
Mexican couple making tour the Orient. 1921 
Mr. Powell was unscathed, vigorous body and spirit, 
his most generous grievance against his abductors being 
regard certain saddle burns caused the rocky 
tidged back the Shantung mule which had 
tidden some forty miles negotiate terms release for 
himself and his fellow captives. recounted the minor 
details the Blue Express incident with the clarity the 
trained journalist and the zest the born adventurer, 
describing the taste the unusually juicy millet pone 
which had varied the prisoners’ diet, and the gusto the 
starving diners, until the discovery that the succulent bits 
embedded the cake were not, had been surmised, 
heaven provided shrimps, but native Shantung scorpions, 
deleted stinger and shell and boiled. discoursed 
with glee that rare item, already coveted philatelists 
the world over, the stamp, bandit chop, used letters 
from the robbers’ eyrie the outer world. 


But there was little sparkle Mr. Powell’s account his 
incarceration the Japanese militarists Shanghai 
Cold, malnutrition, filth, abuse, 
feet had swollen about twice their normal size and had 
turned purple Meanwhile weight had dropped 
from about 145 pounds when entered Bridge House 


stand, due weakness and the condition feet.” 
Small wonder that Mr. and one the Shantung 
erstwhile guests, after twenty years finding them- 
selves the same cell the grisly prison “exclaimed 
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unison, prefer Chinese bandits these Japanese 


,” 


scoundrels’. 


Twenty-five Years China throws light the pres- 
ent well the past, and glimmer flickers even down 
the shadowy reaches the overcast future. “America’s 
stake the Pacific and will large one. Word 
the victory which the United States will have con- 
tributed much treasure and manpower will penetrate 
the peoples the remotest corners Asia. 
opinion millions intelligent Asiatics, who before the 
war looked European countries the dominant powers 
Asia, will now turn toward the new world the 
Americas.” 


The book, written the better journalistic style, reads 
easily the morning paper, and point touched upon 
left obscured verbiage, indirection, circumlocu- 
tion, nor distorted personal bias prejudices. Any 
reader, retired business man, high school student cur- 
rent history, eager Sinologue, will find solid information 
engagingly presented Mr. Powell’s book. 


Genevieve Wimsatt, 
Institute Chinese Culture, 
Washington, 


x * 


Wolfson, The Lonely Steeple. Simon. Sept. 


1945. 260p. $2.50. 


The bleakness this story rivalled only the bleak- 
ness the Cape Cod country which serves its back- 
ground. The story, with all events occurring the last 
decade the 19th Century, told 1912 the chief 
character after her eighteen year sojourn asylum for 
the criminally insane. 


The youth Addie Eldredge was blighted her father’s 
incest and she became colorless, repressed, fearful, 
emotionally starved girl. Purdy, son one the 
most respected men the village, was well his way 
becoming ne’er-do-well and felt his own develop- 
ment repressed his father’s position and example. 
Addie leapt the chance marry Purdy and hoped 
find love and new life with him. But had mar- 
ried Addie only spite his father and when the latter 
died immediately left and later divorced her that 
could find new wife help him attain his rightful 
position. Addie lived alone after left her with her 
love gradually turning hate. That hate eventually 
forced her decline the love Halsey Fowler who 
sought help her after had gone. When re- 
turned the village with his new wife Addie’s personality 
began disintegrate until finally she took crazed revenge 
bolting all exits and firing Ed’s house the story ends. 


Written starkly analytical drama this tale horror 
and personality deterioration times melodramatic 
and others restrainedly powerful but never completely 
human lifelike. The very nature the material 
renders this book suitable only for mature adult readers. 


Jordan, Mary Now and Forever. Bruce Publishing. 


November 1945. $2.00. 


Colonel Lane had been quite frank with the nuns 
Saint Mary’s—the Convent school which had taken 
his little daughter, Madelon, after the death the young 


| 
‘ 
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wife whom had cut off from his Church and her God. 
Nurtured the other worldliness the Canadian con- 
vent school, Madelon realized the age seventeen that 
“God had special work for her accomplish.” Com- 
mencement brought Colonel Lane back Canada for 
his daughter’s graduation. accident the eve her 
great event necessitated the English officer’s detention 
hospital was here that Madelon met the handsome 
intern, Michael Murray—young, passionate and atheistic. 
round social life Canada and New York ensued, 
and finally the day when Madelon found herself faced 
with the perplexing problem choice between the bril- 
liant, successful doctor whom she loved desperately, and 
the God whom she loved more Shortly find 
Madelon back the Motherhouse the Sisters the 
Sister, known religion Sister Mary the Rosary 
The years passed until few weeks before the expira- 
tion her temporary vows, Sister Mary the Rosary 
sent Oregon for much needed rest. 


explosion and fire threatens the convent. utter 
desperation, Sister Mary the Rosary flings relic the 
foundress the community into the fire, praying God 
spare the edifice. When visible miracle worked, 
Sister Mary turns confront the two doctors who have 
engaged critical remarks regarding her 
Michael Murray declares she “will never get away from 
him again.” 

They were married September and new life, entirely 
unknown, begins for Madelon Murray. twins are 
born, baptized, and die. hard struggle follows between 
Michael’s godliness, his scientific ideas birth control 
and rhythm, and the firmness born faith, the spirit 
prayer and the longsuffering Madelon. 


the height his success Michael sent the Rocke- 
feller Foundation fight malaria the South Pacific. 
World War broke. Michael, miserable his unbelief, 
and his failure captivate the spirit his wife, discovers 
that two Japs plan wipe out the Marines and 
Father O’Malley, their chaplain. brief moment the 
gift faith given Michael Murray. 


Now and Forever convincing, moving novel. Very 
clearly and unmistakably Mary Jordan depicts the 
horrors, fears, wall reserve and utter loneliness soul 
consequent mixed marriages. The theories birth 
control rhythm and the attitude Madelon displays toward 
both are delicately and beautifully handled. Here 
have story that might well given young people 
contemplating mixed Through the depth 
faith and unswerving fidelity prayer, the author shows 
that even the apparently impossible can accomplished. 


The flash-back style writing makes the story bit diffi- 
cult the beginning. There possible discrepancy 
practice portrayed the fact that Madelon married 
the convent chapel. Most religious communities rule 
against such proceedure. would seem that would 
especially discountenanced the case former mem- 
ber the Order. 
Holy Communion used instead the prayer for the 
administration Holy Viaticum when Michael receiv- 
ing the last sacraments. 


general the story excellently written woman who 
thoroughly conversant with her religion, its teachings 


Rorick Kent 


The formula for the distribution of. 


and attitudes. Now and Forever can generally 
mended all. 


The jacket advertisement could give erroneous idea 
Now and Forever. One not understanding the privilege 
coming close “living the life grace” and the 
miracles wrought “through depth faith and fidelity 
prayer” might mistake Now and Forever for just 


pious book. 
Mary Bourke 


Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* 


Rorick, Isabel Scott. Outside Eden. 
Nov. 13, 1945. 157p. $2.00. 


Written style similar Mr. and Mrs. Cugat, 
Rorick again sketches the marital adventures that 
banking vice-president and his wife. Outside Eden 
different aspect the problem presented satirically 
Cass Timberlane, covering humorously, and the popu 
lar fashion sophistication, such episodes amateur 
carpentry, duck-hunting, the visit the English 
ants Mr. Cugat’s temple Mammon, etc. For 
these stories might not unsatisfactory but for 
cents the light treatment marriage, disguised excused 
under the heading humorous, not recom 
mended. 


Houghton, 


* > 
Kent, Louise Andrews. Country Mouse. Houghton 


Mifflin. October 1945. 246p. $2.50. 


Sarah Hunter and Celia Carmody could easily have 
held their Institute Arts and Letters somewhere else— 
California for instance—or Arizona—or even Maine. 
they chose instead the picturesque 
Roland Hill. Beacon Hill had not appreciated the sincere 
efforts the two philanthropic women from Red Willow, 
New York, tho goodness knows they had done 
possible gain inning with the elite the cultured 
but arid intellectual pastures Massachusetts’ “Hill” city. 


But the Institute—the procedure best was bit hazy. 
However with the efficient help the ever capable 
Appleyard all difficulties were brushed aside. les 
time than takes tell artists, musicians, authors, 
number just plain wandering celebrities were arriving 
Roland Hill. All went well until the pompous arrival 
Lady Finchfallow, otherwise known 
Lady Finchfallow, though appealing the eye was 
serpent the grass, and took Mrs. Applevard 
cern the wiles the sly British woman. Romance had 
little place the Institute Arts and Letters,—first for 
Celia Carmody’s daughter and Myrick Watson, potential 
biologists, and just when Mrs. Appleyard has all the mar 
riage festival arrangements completed along comes the 
full bloom the Nancy Roland and Owen Thorpe 
love affair. 

spite all the ups and down everything ends wel 
because matter how weighty the problem confronting 
the Institute personnel, someone always had the presence 
mind “ask Mrs. Appleyard.” 

Country Mouse delightful work. Louise Andrews 
Kent shows not only keen interest people, but 
thorough knowledge personality types. her lates 
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work she has given rare human assortment, pleas- 
done that one forgets Country Mouse story and 
feels instinctively that one living through familiar situ- 
ations with the neighbors. Good humor and mouth- 
watering meals together with the old Vermont back- 
make Country Mouse real treat. 

Country Mouse work that suitable for all and can 


well recommended for general reading. 
Mary Bourke 
Marywood College 
Scranton, Penna. 


Blunt, Betty Bacon. Double Trouble. Crowell. Nov. 
1945. $1.00. 


and Su, from their hospital days down the time the 
Doctor’s office when the news broken that the stork 
the way. little gift volume for the new father 
mother. 


* * * 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts. The Yellow Room. Farrar 
Rinehart. Oct. 25, 1945. 248p. $2.50. 


entertaining yarn murder, arson 
spying-on-neighbor, without single Nazi Japanese 
agent it, without even American-first isolationist 
upon whom pin the blame for the slightly burned 
corpse found the linen closet the Spencer’s Maine 
summer home. For all that, the young murdered woman 
could called war casualty. For the first person 
arrested for her death was the Congressional Medal 
Honor flyer, Greg Spencer, whose sister Carol found the 
body. Carol was wearing the engagement ring another 
young aviator who had been reported lost; and the time 
she spent the society intelligence agent recuper- 
ating from war wounds the village worried her fiance’s 
father, Colonel Richardson. The colonel’s actions turn 
worried his good friends, the Wards, whose own grandson 
was the air force, too. 


Actually, the room with yellow walls, grey furniture and 
delicate mulberry hangings had little with the mur- 
der, beyond the fact that the victim induced cleaning 
woman let her sleep there couple nights before the 
family arrived, and left behind her significant piece 
evidence. Mostly, the tale concerns the the 
FBI man, Major Jerry Dane, discover the relationship 
between the death the young woman, the subsequent 
eath the cleaning woman, the shooting two others 
including himself, and the firing the hillside which 
the summer home stood. 


Mrs. Rinehart old China hand writing mysteries 
(the number now the fifties) and only captious 
eader would object the number times she violates 
the rules the murderous game she plays. doing so, 
she produces pleasantly interesting book, with good 
pace and suspense that fairly evenly sustained. There 
isa bit humor; will not surprise her readers that the 
heroine marries the hero; the local police are traditionally 


Nevertheless, the accepted alibi most readers offer for 
spending occasional evening such material holds 
true, there must some Marquis Queensberry rules 
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protect them. example, though undoubtedly 
heightens suspense for the author claim 
and describe scene character action outside 
the detective’s opportunity witness, doing the 
writer takes sides what should evenly matched 
contest between reader and detective, and both the illu- 
sion and the story’s unity suffer. also when the detec- 
tive deliberately conceals evidence, however slight, from 
the reader. Likewise, anathema when death 
attributable accidental, unintentional natural causes, 
matter how mysterious exciting the circumstances. 


part which has ever disconcerted Mrs. R.; nor 
apparently her readers, since they continue read eagerly 
each latest product from her typewriter and derive 
considerable enjoyment the process. 


Helen Butler 
Marywood College 


* 


Romig, Walter, ed. The Book Catholic Authors 
(Third series). Informal self-portraits famous modern 
Catholic writers, edited with preface and notes Walter 
Romig. Fully illustrated portraits. Detroit, Walter 


Romig and Co., 1945. 316p. $2.20. 


mere announcement the effect that new volume 
this series off the press format par with any 
pre-war volume should sufficient for school librarians 
sign the line. Maintaining the standard the 
earlier volumes the Third Series add 
sketches contemporary authors. The light and easy 
touch often evidence Father Terence Con- 
nolly’s quotation non-Catholic teacher’s definition 
Jesuits ‘members Society named after Jesus 
(who are) not much like Him,” Father Glenn’s 
twittery membership among the real Catholic authors. 


While all these autobiographies are interesting, the one 
enjoyed most that Eddie Doherty. It’s worth the 
price admission. And word aside those connected 
with book programs: “Keep the full set close hand; 
make the person who wants borrow buy his own.” 


* * 


Stuart, William The Dead Lie Still. Farrar Rine- 
hart. Nov. 1945. 182p. $2.00. 


According the blurb the jacket, this first novel. 
so, shows traces the amateur’s hand—no obvious 
situations, stilted dialogue, clumsy sequences pulling 
rabbits from non-existent hats. Rather, has good, 
tightly interlocking plot, with cleancut focus, told through 
but not the central character, artist and former 
pugilist who has aided the FBI previous cases and who 
refuses let local police shunt him aside this one. 


Highly reminiscent Dashiell Hammett’s 
Ambler’s heroes (even the detective’s dog) Sam Tal- 
bott can absorb more physical punishment than even the 
former’s Sam Spade. And can consume more liquor 
than Craig Rice’s Jake Justus. Not quite ribald 
either Craig’s Hammett’s products, the conversation 
this book still not quite drawing-room quality. 


The pace swift and the conclusion satisfactorily con- 
sistent. There clever identification the criminal 
members subversive group, and stunning surprise 
for most readers the person one these, spite 
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the fact that evidence has been plainly shared through- 
out. The concluding chapter chills the blood effec- 
tively anopheles mosquito. Briefly, the story con- 
cerns the efforts Sam Talbott locate George San- 
derson the FBI, after the latter had asked him, 
neighborhood bar, work with him unexplained 
case and meet him next day his office for that pur- 
pose. Before Talbott finally located Sanderson and 
learned the nature the case, the former had burned 
his hand trying release the driver flaming truck, 
policeman was dead, Sanderson’s housekeeper had been 
slugged, Talbott’s apartment had been ransacked and 
himself beaten and beaten again, woman and her small 
daughter had been freed from the terror which they 
lived, Navy engineer had been beaten into insanity, 
and beautiful young poet who could not pronounce the 
name the European town where her soldier brother 
died fell love. Hardboiled, but good. 
Helen Butler 
Marywood College 


Note: Through error the review Maria’s 
The Divine Pursuit was released our Oct. 15th 


The publication date Nov. 1945. 


issue. 
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